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With investigators finding tell-tale signs of a terror plot having gone awry, post Sunday’s 

predawn car blast near a temple in communally-fragile Coimbatore, the incident, unless tackled 

professionally with sensitivity, holds the potential of escalating existing tensions on the law and order 

and political fronts. 

Information that the car’s driver and suspected mastermind, who was charred, Jameesha 

Mubin, was briefly under the National Investigation Agency (NIA) radar, would certainly call into 

question the capabilities of the intelligence apparatus in sensing and forestalling a terror plot. 

It is sheer providence that an LPG cylinder in the car exploded, as preliminary investigation suggests, 

before Mubin could strike terror. 

What cannot be overlooked is that the incident came against the backdrop of serial Molotov 

cocktail attacks last month, targeting properties of right-wing outfits and their office-bearers in the wake 

of the nationwide ban on the Popular Front of India. 

To the credit of the police force, the larger design was unravelled and the suspected plotters unmasked 

in less than 24 hours. 

That half a dozen suspects have been arrested bears testimony to their investigation skills. 

Despite the police’s commendable post-blast action, realising the gravity and political ramifications of 

the issue at hand, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin did the right thing in recommending that the 

NIA take over the probe. 

Governor R.N. Ravi, a former IPS officer, has questioned the four-day delay in calling the NIA. 

However, that is a matter of perspective and individual assessment of the ground situation. 

Politically, this has thrown up some challenges for Mr. Stalin. He has to delicately balance the duty of 

taking along the minorities and the administrative need to uncompromisingly deal with fundamentalists, 

who propagate violence as an answer to political problems. 

In this he would require the support of constituent parties of the DMK-led Secular Progressive 

Alliance, which should acknowledge the need for such balance. The DMK, as such, faces criticism of 

being soft on terror, due to the 1998 Coimbatore serial blasts, though Tamil Nadu has seen the fangs of 

terror during the AIADMK regime too (1993 RSS office blast). 

He also has to combat attempts trying to stoke communal passions and driving religious 

polarisation using this incident as a springboard. The BJP has seized upon the issue with a section of its 

leaders calling for a Coimbatore bandh on October 31 to put the heat on the government and 

consolidate itself politically. 

What is needed, though, is for the NIA and the government to deal with the plotters firmly while 

not providing scope for communalising and politicising terrorism. 

 

 tell-tale (adjective) – revealing, suggestive, 

indicative. 

 plot (noun) – schemes, tricks, tactics, plans, 

intrigues. 

 go awry (phrase) – not happen as planned. 

 pre-dawn (noun) – early morning. 

 fragile (adjective) – vulnerable, risky, 

unreliable, insecure. 

 sensitivity (noun) – responsiveness, 

consideration, thoughtfulness, understanding, 

delicacy, subtlety, finer feelings. 

 potential (noun) – potentiality, possibility, 

capability, capacity. 

 escalate (verb) – increase, intensify, heighten, 

amplify. 

 suspected (adjective) – suspicious, doubtful, 

cynical. 

 mastermind (noun) – originator,  initiator, 

planner, plotter. 

 char (verb) – burn. 

 below/under the radar (phrase) – to go 

unnoticed/undetected. 

 draw/call into question (phrase) – make 

something seem less certain. 

 intelligence (noun) – (military/political) 

information, facts, details, particulars. 
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 apparatus (noun) – system, arrangement, 

regime, mechanism. 

 sense (verb) – recognize, realize, discover, 

discern. 

 forestall (verb) – prevent, check, block; 

anticipate, get in before, pre-empt. 

 sheer (adjective) – complete, absolute, total, 

thorough, consummate. 

 providence (noun) – fate, destiny, kismet; 

prudence, foresight, forethought, judgement. 

 explode (verb) – blow up, detonate, burst. 

 strike (verb) – hit, attack. 

 overlook (verb) – neglect, ignore, disregard, 

turn a blind eye. 

 backdrop (noun) – situation, scenario, context. 

 against the backdrop (phrase) – in the context 

of. 

 molotov cocktail (noun) – petrol bomb, bottle 

bomb. 

 right-wing (adjective) – rightist, conservative, 

reactionary, traditionalist.  

 outfit (noun) – party, organization, group. 

 office-bearer (noun) – officer, office-holder, 

office, administrator, executive, functionary. 

 in the wake of (phrase) – as a result of some 

event, especially an unpleasant one; in the 

aftermath of, as a consequence of, on account 

of, because of, owing to. 

 to one’s credit (phrase) – used to mention that 

someone deserves praise/admiration. 

 force (noun) – an organized body of police. 

 design (noun) – target, intention, aim, 

purpose, objective. 

 unravel (verb) – fall apart, fail, collapse, go 

wrong.  

 plotter (noun) – conspirer, schemer, intriguer. 

 unmask (verb) – detect, discover, unearth. 

 suspect (noun) – accused, suspected person. 

 bear testimony to (phrase) – bear witness to, 

be evidence of, be proof of, prove, 

demonstrate, connfirm, substantiate, vouch 

for. 

 commendable (adjective) – admirable, 

praiseworthy, laudable. 

 gravity (noun) – importance, top priority, 

necessity, exigency, seriousness. 

 ramification (noun) – result, outcome, effect, 

repercussion, consequence. 

 at hand (phrase) – within reach, available, at 

one’s disposal, nearby, close by. 

 take over (phrasal verb) – take control of, take 

charge of, assume responsibility for. 

 perspective (noun) – outlook, viewpoint, 

approach. 

 assessment (noun) – evaluation, analysis, 

appraisal. 

 ground situation (noun) – a situation/place 

where things are happening really/practically. 

 throw up (phrasal verb) – produce; create and 

bring it to notice. 

 delicately (adverb) – tactfully. 

 balance (verb) – level, poise, stabilize, steady, 

remain/get in position. 

 take along (phrasal verb) – to take 

someone/something with you. 

 administrative (adjective) –  governmental, 

regulatory, organizational. 

 need (noun) – necessity, requirement, 

obligation, demand. 

 uncompromisingly (adverb) –  resolutely, 

firmly, single-mindedly; persistently, 

tenaciously, relentlessly. 

 fundamentalist (noun) – extremist, fanatic, 

radical. 

 propagate (verb) – spread, disseminate, 

communicate, publicize, preach. 

 constituent (adjective) – relating to a 

element/part of something. 

 Secular Progressive Alliance (noun) – an 

alliance of Indian political parties formed by 

the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK). 

 balance (noun) – stability, equilibrium, poise, 

composure, a calm state of mind. 

 acknowledge (verb) – accept, recognize, 

realize. 

 fang (noun) – a large & sharp tooth. 

 regime (noun) – government; system. 

 stoke (verb) – incite, add fuel to, intensify, 

amplify.  

 passion (noun) – interest, obsession, craze, 

rage. 

 drive (verb) – urge, move, press, prompt, 

impel. 
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 polarisation (noun) – separation of two 

contrasting groups (based on different 

opinions/beliefs). 

 springboard (noun) – something which 

provides support or motivation to do a 

particular course of action. 

 seize upon (phrasal verb) – to take an 

opportunity/chance decisively. 

 put the heat on (phrase) – to try to force 

someone to do something; to put pressure on 

someone to do something. 

 consolidate (verb) – strengthen, reinforce, 

fortify. 

 communalise (verb) – make communal. 

 politicise (verb) – to make something into a 

political issue. 

******************************************************************************** 

 

Russia’s allegation that Ukraine was planning to launch a so-called dirty bomb shows how 

dramatically the Ukraine conflict has escalated. Russia’s Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu held talks with 

many of his global counterparts, including Rajnath Singh, accusing Ukraine of potential “nuclear 

terrorism”. A dirty bomb is not a nuclear bomb but a conventional explosive device with radioactive 

materials, the explosion of which could turn swathes of land uninhabitable for decades. Ukraine and its 

western backers have rejected the Russian allegations, saying the Russians, who have suffered setbacks, 

are making unfounded claims for a false flag attack. It is difficult to ascertain what is going on behind the 

fog of a full-scale war, but the talk of dirty bombs and nuclear terrorism does not bode well. Ever since 

the U.S.’s nuclear bombing of Japan in 1945, the world has largely treated the nuclear option as taboo. 

Even in 1962, when the Soviet Union and the U.S. were on the brink of conflict, their leaders managed to 

end the crisis amicably through dialogue. But unfortunately, Vladimir Putin’s threat of using all means 

available to him to protect his country and Joe Biden’s warning of a “nuclear Armageddon” are 

tantamount to normalising the nuclear option in the middle of a conflict that is in an escalatory spiral. 

What is more surprising is that even as the war is steadily deteriorating, there is no conscious 

effort by any side to start a dialogue. Russia says it is ready for talks but has not given any concrete 

proposals, and its offer for talks cannot be trusted, especially after it announced the annexation of four 

partially controlled Ukrainian regions. Ukraine says it will not hold talks with Russia as long as Mr. Putin 

is in power and that it intends to fight till all Ukrainian regions are liberated, including Crimea. Ukraine’s 

western backers say they would continue to support Ukraine’s resistance “as long as it takes”. As all 

sides take maximalist positions, escalation is creating its own dynamic, taking the whole world hostage. 

Eight months of war have already created economic and humanitarian disasters. And there are greater 

fears of a direct conflict between Russia and NATO, two nuclear forces. What more do the stakeholders 

of this war want before they actually begin serious talks? They should realise that unchecked escalation 

with an open possibility of a Russia-NATO war would be catastrophic for the whole world. The stakes are 

higher than their geopolitical goals. The rhetoric on nuclear attacks and retaliation should stop 

immediately and Russia, Ukraine and the West should begin talks to end the conflict. The alternative 

would be cataclysmic. 

 

 dirty bomb (noun) – it is not a nuclear bomb 

but a conventional explosive device with 

radioactive materials, the explosion of which 

could turn swathes of land uninhabitable for 

decades. 

 escalate (verb) – increase, intensify, heighten, 

amplify. 

 allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, claim, 

indictment. 

 so-called (adjective) – claimed, professed, 

purported, ostensible, apparent, reported. 

 dramatically (adverb) – greatly, largely. 

 conflict (noun) – war, armed conflict, battle, 

fighting. 

 hold (verb) – conduct, organize. 

 counterpart (noun) – someone or something 

that has the same job or purpose as another; 

equivalent, equal, fellow. 
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 accuse (verb) – blame, criticize, denounce, 

condemn, charge. 

 potential (adjective) – possible, likely, 

probable. 

 conventional (adjective) – non-nuclear. 

 explosive (adjective) – combustible, volatile, 

flammable, incendiary. 

 explosion (noun) –  blast, detonation, blowing 

up (of a bomb). 

 swathe (noun) – a wide area of something. 

 uninhabitable (adjective) – unsuitable (for 

living in). 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 backer (noun) – supporter, upholder, 

defender, champion, advocate, adherent. 

 setback (noun) – problem, difficulty, issue. 

 unfounded (adjective) – groundless, baseless, 

unjustified. 

 claim (noun) –  allegation, charge, accusation. 

 false flag attack (noun) – a political or military 

action carried out with the intention of 

blaming an opponent for it. 

 ascertain (verb) – find out, understand, 

recognize, get to know. 

 fog (noun) – a state of confusion; a 

disorganized state. 

 full-scale (adjective) – thorough, 

comprehensive, extensive, complete. 

 bode well/ill (verb) – augur, indicate, portend 

(a good/bad outcome). 

 taboo (noun) – prohibition, restriction, ban. 

 on the brink of (phrase) – on the edge/verge 

of difficult/dangerous situation; at a crucial or 

critical point. 

 amicably (adverb) – in a friendly manner. 

 dialogue (noun) – discussion, talk, 

consultation, deliberation, negotiation. 

 means (noun) – way, method, mode. 

 armageddon (noun) – a final battle or conflict 

(highly destructive/catastrophic). 

 tantamount to (adjective) – equivalent to, 

comparable to, amounting to, on a par with. 

 normalise (verb) – to cause something 

previously considered abnormal or 

unacceptable as normal. 

 escalatory (adjective) – increasing (rapidly).  

 spiral (noun) – the process of deterioration, 

decline, decrease. 

 steadily (adverb) – gradually, in step by step 

manner. 

 deteriorate (verb) – worsen, get worse, spoil, 

collapse, decline, degenerate. 

 conscious (adjective) – deliberate, intentional, 

purposeful, considered. 

 concrete (adjective) – real, actual, solid, 

substantial, well defined. 

 proposal (noun) – approach, suggestion, plan, 

recommendation. 

 annexation (noun) – occupation, conquering, 

capture, seizure, annexing, takeover. 

 as long as (phrase) – provided that. 

 liberate (verb) – set free, free; rescue. 

 resistance (noun) – opposition, defiant; refusal 

to accept, unwillingness to accept. 

 maximalist (adjective) – relating to an 

approach of a person/organization 

(particularly in politics) with extreme thoughts 

and not ready to compromise. 

 dynamic (noun) – basic/fundamental cause or 

force that triggers change within a system. 

 take someone hostage (phrase) – to keep 

someone as a hostage. 

 hold hostage (phrase) – to keep 

someone/something as hostage. 

 humanitarian crisis (noun) – it is also called as 

humanitarian disaster; a situation with high 

levels of human suffering in which basic 

human welfare is in danger on a large scale. 

 stakeholder (noun) – a person with an interest 

in something. 

 unchecked (adjective) – unrestricted, 

unregulated, uncontrollable. 

 escalation (noun) – intensification, 

aggravation, exacerbation. 

 catastrophic (adjective) – destructive, ruinous, 

disastrous, devastating. 

 (high) stakes (noun) – (high-risk) challenge; 

hazard, ante. 

 rhetoric (noun) – bombast, loftiness, 

hyperbole/extravagant language. 

 cataclysmic (adjective) – disastrous, 

catastrophic, devastating, destructive. 
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